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I know what havoc secret vice has played among
school boys and girls. The introduction of contracep-
tives under the name of science and the imprimatur of
known leaders of society have intensified the compli-
cation and made the task of reformers who work for
purity of social life, weil-nigh impossible for the moment.
I betray no confidence when I inform the reader that
there are unmarried girls of impressionable age study-
ing in schools and colleges who study birth-control litera-
ture and magazines with avidity and even possess con-
traceptives. It is impossible to confine their use to
married women. Marriage loses its sanctity when its
purpose and highest use is conceived to be the satisfaction
of the animal passion without contemplating the natural
result of such satisfaction.

I have no doubt that those learned men and
women who are carrying on propaganda with
missionary zeal in favour of the use of contraceptives,
are doing irreparable harm to the youth of the country
under the false belief that they will be saving there-
by, the poor women who may be obliged to bear children
against their will. Those who need to limit their children
will not be easily reached by them. Our poor women
have not the knowledge or the training that the women
of the West have. Surely the propaganda is not being
carried on on behalf of the middle class women, for
they do not need the knowledge, at any rate so much
as the poor classes do.

The greatest harm, however, done by that propa-
ganda lies in its rejection of the old ideal and substi-
tution in its place of one which, if carried out, must
spell the moral and physical extinction of the race. The
horror with which ancient literature has regarded the
fruitless use of the vital fluid was not a superstition bom